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MOTION BY SUPERVISOR YVONNE B. BURKE            FEBRUARY 6, 2008 

WHEREAS,  in the United States nearly 200,000 African-Americans have died from 

AIDS, and in Los Angeles County African-Americans represent 10% of the population, 

but comprise an estimated 24% of all confirmed HIV/AIDS cases, and 25% of recent 

AIDS cases and in a recent study in Los Angeles County a high proportion of African-

American men had undetected HIV infection, which demands a heightened response to 

HIV/AIDS in the African American community by calling for coordinated and decisive 

action from health departments and the communities they serve;  

WHEREAS,  National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (NBHAAD) was established in 

2000 to create a vehicle for all efforts in the fight against HIV/AIDS and to come 

together to create a meaningful and unified response that ultimately reduces new 

infections and ensures access to quality care and treatment for individuals with 

HIV/AIDS; and 

WHEREAS,  the 2008 theme for NBHAAD “Get Educated, Get Tested and Get 

Involved” calls for us to be proactive collectively and as individuals to stop the spread of 

HIV/AIDS by cultivating a deeper understanding  of the needs and concerns of African 

Americans and to strengthen collaboration with African American communities,  
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including community meetings, internal action planning, large scale collaboration with 

community stakeholders and specially designed programs and initiatives, thus 

educating our communities about the risk of infection and to disseminate information on 

how to prevent the spread of HIV, by getting tested and encouraging others to get 

tested, and getting involved in the cause by creating an environment where people feel 

empowered to take responsibility for themselves and others by confronting HIV/AIDS in 

the African-American community. 

I, THEREFORE MOVE THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 

Proclaim February 7, 2008 as “National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day” 

throughout the County of Los Angeles and urge a renewed commitment to action at all 

levels of government and in the general population against the devastation of HIV 

infection in the African-American community. 
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